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1 - ri^r«». a ^^ 

language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this .tern. 

n Tnaintarnatonatsaarchwas^ 
1 — 1 this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 
b . □ With regard to any nucleotide and/or an.no acid sequence disclosed inthe international action, see Box No. I. 

2 , Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II), 

3 Qj unity of invention is lacking (see Box 111). 

4. With regard to trie title, 

m the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Q the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5, With. regard to the abstract, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. ^L-~ 

nn as suggested by the applicant 

H as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
□ as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. □ none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion " ~~ ~ ""™ 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of hiingtfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and&r table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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1 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



4,5 

1-3, 6-9 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VIM Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: ' " 

see separate sheet 
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3.2 Document D1 also discloses the additional features of dependent claims 2, 3, 6-9: 

- referring to claim 2, see figure 1 

- referring to claim 3, see acoustical resistor 138 

- referring to claim 6, see faceplate 104 (on figure 1, faceplate 104 covers 
the face with the opening entirely, and the middle part of the inlet structure, in between 
the 2 ports referenced 108 and 110, is shaped to encompass a minor part of said face) 

- referring to claims 7 and 9, see figure 1 , where gasket 1 22 has sufficient 
thickness to provide packing in an axial direction in relation to the sound duct. 

- referring to claim 8, see figure 1 , where gasket 122 extends around 
microphone openings (132, 134, 136), therefore providing packing in a radial direction 
in relation to the sound duct. 



3.3 Dependent claims 4 and 5 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step. 

The resilient rim along the gasket area of claim 4 comes within the scope of customary 
practice followed by persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus 
achieved can readily be foreseen. See for example D2, where O-rings (341 , 342) made 
of resilient material are provided between acoustical dampers and assembly portion. 
The two adjacent parts of the sound duct are disclosed by figure 1 of document D1. 

The use of cement as sealing in claim 5 is a standard design option (see for example 
D2 and the corresponding passage cited in the search report). The use of adhesive foil 
is an equivalent to the feature of cement of document D2 and can be interchanged with 
that feature where circumstances make it desirable. 
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